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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace paragraph [0025] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0025] Referring now to Fig. 1, a block diagram of a system 100 in accordance 

with according to at least one embodiment of th e pr e s e nt invention includes a gaming 
device 1 10 {e.g., a slot machine or video poker machine) that is in communication, via a 
communications network 115, with a gaming device server 120 {e.g., a slot server of a 
casino). The gaming device 110 may communicate with the gaming device server 120 
directly or indirectly, via a wired or wireless medium such as the Internet, LAN, WAN or 
Ethernet, Token Ring, or via any appropriate communications means or combination of 
communications means. The gaming device 110 and/or and /or the gaming device server 
120 may comprise a computer, such as one based on the INTEL PENTIUM Int e l© 
P e ntium© processor, that are adapted to communicate with one another. Any number 
and type of gaming devices 110 may be in communication with the gaming device server 
120. 

Please replace paragraph [0027] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0027] Some, but not all, possible communication networks that may comprise 

network 115 or be otherwise part of system 100 include: a local area network (LAN), a 
wide area network (WAN), the Internet, a telephone line, a cable line, a radio channel, an 
optical communications line, a satellite communications link. Possible communications 
protocols that may be part of system 100 include: Ethernet (or IEEE 802.3), SAP, ATP, 
BLUETOOTH Bluetooth™ , and TCP/IP. Communication may be encrypted to ensure 
privacy and prevent fraud in any of a variety of ways well known in the art. 

Please replace paragraph [0036] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0036] Some, but not all, possible communication networks that may comprise 

network 140 or be otherwise part of system 100 include: a local area network (LAN), a 
wide area network (WAN), the Internet, a telephone line, a cable line, a radio channel, an 
optical communications line, a satellite communications link. Possible communications 
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protocols that may be part of system 100 include: Ethernet (or IEEE 802.3), SAP, ATP, 
BLUETOOTH Bluetooth™ , and TCP/IP. Communication may be encrypted to ensure 
privacy and prevent fraud in any of a variety of ways well known in the art. 
Communication network 140 may be part of communication network 1 15 or may be a 
separate network. 

Please replace paragraph [0042] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0042] Also part of system 100 is a player device 1 50. A player device 1 50 may 

comprise, for example, a portable device operable to receive and/or and / or transmit 
information. For example, a player device 150 may comprise, for example, a cellular 
telephone, a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a pager, a handheld video game play e r 
Nintendo™ Game Boy), a portable computers {e.g., a laptop computer, wearable 
computer, palm-top computer, or hand-held computer), a wrist watch, and/or and / or a 
smart card. 

Please replace paragraph [0043] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0043] A player device 150 may be operable, via communication network 155, to 

communicate with an information deriving device 125. In other embodiments, a player 
device 150 may be operable to communicate with an information deriving device server 
135. The description of what communication network 115 may comprise applies equally 
to communication network 155. For example, communication network 155 may 
comprise a wire or wireless network. In one embodiment, a player device 150 comprises 
a BLUETOOTH Blu e tooth ™ device that is operable to communicate wirelessly with 
other devices. 

Please replace paragraph [0044] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0044] A player device 150 may be operable, for example, to receive a message 

from an information deriving device 125, an information deriving device server 135, 
and/or and / or a gaming device server 120. For example, a player device 150 that 
comprises a PDA and/or and /or a cellular telephone may be contacted when it is 
determined, based on information derived from a gaming device being played by the 
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player associated with the player device, that a message should be output to the player. 
• The message may be transmitted to the player device 150 using, for example, an address 
(e.g., BLUETOOTH Bluetooth ™ address, IP address, or telephone number) of the player 
device as stored in a memory of the information deriving device 125, information 
deriving device server 135, and/or and / or gaming device server 120. A display and/or 
and / or speaker of the player device may then output the message to the player. The 
player device 150 may further be operable to receive input from the player (e.g., a 
response to the message) and transmit the input to another device (e.g., the device that 
transmitted the message to the player device 150). 

Please replace paragraph [0045] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0045] In one or more embodiments, a player that owns or operates a player 

device 150 may register the player device (e.g., provide the address of the player device 
and permission to be contacted via the player device) with the entity practicing aspects of 
the present invention. For example, a player may provide to a casino the BLUETOOTH 
Blu e tooth ™ address of his PDA or the telephone number of his cellular telephone. In 
other embodiments, an entity practicing asp e cts of th e pr e s e nt inv e ntion may provide a 
player device 150 to a player, in order to be able to output messages to the player. For 
example, when a player checks into a casino as a guest or comes up to a customer service 
area of a casino, the player may be provided a player device 150 for a period of time 
(e.g., the day, the duration of the player's visit to the casino, etc.). The entity providing 
the player device 150 may store in a memory the player's identifier (or other information 
identifying the player) in association with the address of the player device 150 (or in 
association with another identifier of the player device 150). 

Please replace paragraph [0047] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0047] The information deriving device 200 comprises a processor 205, such as 

one or more INTEL PENTIUM Int e l® P e ntium® processors. The processor 205 is in 
communication with a memory 210 and a communications port 215 (e.g., for 
communicating with one or more other devices). The memory 210 may comprise an 
appropriate combination of magnetic, optical and/or semiconductor memory, and may 
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include, for example, Random Access Memory (RAM), Read-Only Memory (ROM), a 
• compact disc and/or and-Z-er a hard disk. The memory 210 may comprise or include any 
type of computer-readable medium. The processor 205 and the memory 210 may each 
be, for example: (i) located entirely within a single computer or other device; or (ii) 
connected to each other by a remote communication medium, such as a serial port cable, 
telephone line or radio frequency transceiver. In one embodiment, the information 
deriving device 200 may comprise one or more devices that are connected to a remote 
server computer for maintaining databases. 

Please replace paragraph [0079] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0079] Referring now to Fig. 3 A, illustrated therein is a block diagram of an 

embodiment 300 of a gaming device. The gaming device 300 may be implemented as a 
system controller, a dedicated hardware circuit, an appropriately programmed general- 
purpose computer, or any other equivalent electronic, mechanical or electro-mechanical 
device. The gaming device 300 may comprise, for example, a slot machine, a video 
poker terminal, a video blackjack terminal, a video keno terminal, a video lottery 
terminal, a pachinko machine, or a tabletop tabl e top game. In various embodiments, a 
gaming device may comprise, for example, a personal computer (e.g., which 
communicates with an online casino Web site), a telephone (e.g., to communicate with an 
automated sports book that provides gaming services), or a portable handheld gaming 
device (e.g., a personal digital assistant or Nint e ndo Gam e Boy ). The gaming device 300 
may comprise the gaming device 110 of system 100 (Fig. 1). In some embodiments, a 
user device such as a PDA or cell phone may be used in place of, or in addition to, some 
or all of the gaming device 300 components depicted in Fig. 3 A. Further, a gaming 
device may comprise a personal computer or other device operable to communicate with 
an online casino and facilitate game play at the online casino. In one or more 
embodiments, the gaming device 300 may comprise a computing device operable to 
execute software that simulates play of a reeled slot machine game, video poker game, 
video blackjack game, video keno game, video roulette game, or lottery game. 

Please replace paragraph [0080] with the following amended paragraph: 
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[0080] The gaming device 300 comprises a processor 305, such as one or more 

* INTEL PENTIUM Intel® Pentium® processors. The processor 305 is in communication 
with a memory 310 and a communications port 315 {e.g., for communicating with one or 
more other devices). The memory 310 may comprise an appropriate combination of 
magnetic, optical and/or semiconductor memory, and may include, for example, Random 
Access Memory (RAM), Read-Only Memory (ROM), a compact disc and/or a hard disk. 
The memory 310 may comprise or include any type of computer-readable medium. The 
processor 305 and the memory 310 may each be, for example: (i) located entirely within 
a single computer or other device; or (ii) connected to each other by a remote 
communication medium, such as a serial port cable, telephone line or radio frequency 
transceiver. In one embodiment, the gaming device 300 may comprise one or more 
devices that are connected to a remote server computer for maintaining databases. 

Please replace paragraph [0091] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0091] Note that, although the generation or obtainment of a random number is 

described herein as involving a random number generator of a gaming device, other 
methods of determining a random number may be employed. For example, a gaming 
device owner or operator may obtain sets of random numbers that have been generated by 
another entit y. HOTBITS HotBits™ , for example, is a service that provides random 
numbers that have been generated by timing successive pairs of radioactive decays 
detected by a Geiger-Muller tube interfaced to a computer. A blower mechanism that 
uses physical balls with numbers thereon may be used to determine a random number by 
randomly selecting one of the balls and determining the number thereof. 

Please replace paragraph [0124] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0124] The gaming device server 400 comprises a processor 405, such as one or 

more INTEL PENTIUM Intel® Pentium® processors. The processor 405 is in 
communication with a communications port 410 {e.g., for communicating with one or 
more other devices) and a memory 415. The memory 415 may comprise an appropriate 
combination of magnetic, optical and/or semiconductor memory, and may include, for 
example, Random Access Memory (RAM), Read-Only Memory (ROM), a compact disc 
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and/or a hard disk. The processor 405 and the memory 415 may each be, for example: (i) 
' located entirely within a single computer or other device; or (ii) connected to each other 
by a remote communication medium, such as a serial port cable, telephone line or radio 
frequency transceiver. In one embodiment, the gaming device server 400 may comprise 
one or more devices that are connected to a remote server computer for maintaining 
databases. 

Please replace paragraph [0130] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0130] The information deriving device server 500 comprises a processor 505, 

such as one or more INTEL PENTIUM Int e l® Pentium® processors. The processor 505 
is in communication with a communications port 510 {e.g., for communicating with one 
or more other devices) and a memory 515. The memory 5 1 5 may comprise an 
appropriate combination of magnetic, optical and/or semiconductor memory, and may 
include, for example, Random Access Memory (RAM), Read-Only Memory (ROM), a 
compact disc and/or a hard disk. The processor 505 and the memory 515 may each be, 
for example: (i) located entirely within a single computer or other device; or (ii) 
connected to each other by a remote communication medium, such as a serial port cable, 
telephone line or radio frequency transceiver. In one embodiment, the information 
deriving device server 500 may comprise one or more devices that are connected to a 
remote server computer for maintaining databases. 

Please replace paragraph [0164] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0164] The player device address 1235 stores an address usable to contact a 

player device associated with {e.g., carried by) a player. For example, assuming the 
player's device is a BLUETOOTH Bluetooth™ enabled device, the BLUETOOTH 
Bluetooth™ address (often referred to as the BD_ADDR) of that device may be stored in 
player device address field 1235. The BLUETOOTH Blu e tooth™ address of a 
BLUETOOTH Blu e tooth™ enabled device is a twelve character code that can usually be 
found on the device such as near the device's serial number. In another example, the 
player device address field may be an IP address of the device. 

Please replace paragraph [0185] with the following amended paragraph: 
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[0185] Examples of purchasing a product or service include: 

(i) signing up for a magazine subscription; 

(ii) buying $20 worth of books from an online Internet store 
Amazon.com™ ; and 

(iii) signing up for a warranty. 

Please replace paragraph [0186] with the following amended paragraph: 
[0186] Examples of using a product or service include: 

(i) receiving a new credit card; 

(ii) using a new long distance telephone provider; 

(iii) printing a predetermined minimum number of pages per week 
from a an HP™ laser printer; and 

(iv) receiving 3 free issues of a magazine. 

Please replace paragraph [0188] with the following amended paragraph: 
[0188] Examples of selling a product or service include: 

(i) selling a used product on an auction Website^ such as e Bay™ ; and 

(ii) providing tax advice at a rate of $ 1 0 per hour. 

Please replace paragraph [0197] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0197] In accordance with one or more embodiments, a player may receive help 

in performing an activity. In such embodiments, one or more other parties may perform 
an activity in the place of the player or in addition to the player. For example, a player 
may be required to perform an activity of playing a slot machine continuously for four 
hours. The player may enlist three friends to help him perform this activity. For 
instance, each person including the player may play the slot machine for one hour, and 
then give up his seat to the next person. In another example, a player may be required to 
perform an activity of signing up for three magazine subscriptions. However, the player 
is only interested in receiving two magazine subscriptions. In such a scenario, the player 
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may be allowed to have a friend sign up for the third subscription in order for the player 
! to qualify for the benefit. In yet another example, a player may be required to perform an 
activity of completing an exercise workout video a Tao Bo™ workout . However, if the 
player does not enjoy exercise video workouts , Ta e Bo™ but his wife does, the player 
may be allowed to have his wife perform the activity of completing the Ta e Bo™ 
workout. In other embodiments, it may not be permissible for a player to receive help in 
performing an activity. 

Please replace paragraph [0199] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0199] In accordance with one or more embodiments, it may be permissible for a 

player to make a forward commitment to perform an activity and still obtain the benefit 
of the offer immediately {i.e., before the activity is performed). According to one 
embodiment, a forward commitment is an agreement to perform an activity at some point 
in the future. For example, a player may be required to perform an activity of test driving 
a car Ford Escort within the next month. The player may agree to perform this activity 
later (e.g., once he returns home from visiting the casino), thereby completing the 
activity. Note that forward commitments may include time-based requirements and 
expiration conditions. 



Page 9 of 35 



